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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Household Words, Vol. 14: A Weekly Journal March
3rd, 1840. A long letter to-day from Robert, which surprised and vexed and fluttered me so, mat | have been
sadly behind-hand with my work ever since. He writes in worse spirits than last time, and absolutely declares
that he is poorer even than when he went to America, and that he has made up his mind to come home to
London. How happy | should be at this news, if he only returned to me a prosperous man! As it is, though I love
him dearly, | cannot look forward to the meeting him again, disappointed and broken down and poorer than
ever, without a feeling almost of death for both of us. | was twenty-six last birthday and he was thirty-three;and
there seems less chance now than ever of being married. It is all | can do to keep myself by my needle; and his
prospects, since he failed in the small stationery business three years ago, are worse, if possible, than mine. Not
that I mind so much for myself; women, in all ways of life, and especially in my dressmaking way, learn, | think,
to be more patient than men. What | dread is Robert s despondency, and the hard struggle he will have in this
cruel city to get his bread - let alone making money enough to marry me. So little as poor people want to set up
in housekeeping and be happy together, it seems hard that they cant get it when they are honest and heart, and
willing to work. The clergyman said in his sermon, last Sunday evening,...
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