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illustrated. 1907. Excerpt: . .. VIEWS OF THE COMMISSION. A mature consideration of all the facts developed by
its inquiries has led the Commission to certain definite conclusions with respect, first, as to what should, in its
opinion, be immediately done to correct the abuses, remove the difficulties, increase the revenue, and decrease
the cost of second-class matter, and, second, as to what should be further done, in view of the lack of
conclusive statistics as to the operating expenses of the Post-Office Department as affecting the various classes,
toward such an investigation of the conduct and system of the postal service as will enable Congress eventually
to place it upon a more businesslike basis. The Commission accordingly divides its treatment of the subject in
this report into two parts: Part 1. Immediate legislation. Part 2. Further investigation. Part 1. --immediate
Legislation. As was briefly suggested in the public announcement of the Commission, the consideration of the
present second-class law naturally falls under two main heads: I. The rates of postage. Il. The standards of
classification. 1. While it would perhaps be more logical to deal first with the problem of standards of
classification, the practical aspects of the subject as a matter of revenue to the Post-Office Department and as a
matter of taxation upon the publishing body make it advisable to reverse the natural order and to approach
the subject from the viewpoint of the rates of postage. There are four cardinal defects in the present system of...
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