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Purdue University and is the author of "The Founding Fathers and the Place of Religion in American,"
"Inventing the" ""Great Awakening, "" and ""Pedlar in Divinity"": "George Whitefield and the Transatlantic
Revivals," " 1737"-"1770." American independence was secured from Britain on September 3, 1783. On October
11, 1784, the American merchant ship" Betsy" was captured by Salle Rovers, state-sponsored pirates operating
out of the ports of Morocco. Algerine pirates quickly seized two more American ships: the boats were
confiscated, their crews held captive, and ransom demanded of the fledgling American government. The
history of America's conflict with the piratical states of the Barbary Coast runs through the presidencies of
Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison; the adoption of the Constitution; the Quasi-War with France and
the War of 1812; the construction of a full-time professional navy; and, most important, the nation's haltering
steps toward commercial independence. Frank Lambert captures the new nation's shaky...
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