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illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: . .. VIl. THE CHILDREN OF HEA VEN. IT fell to the prophet Zechariah to foretell affairs
and events in the restored Jerusalem, which to the pious Jew was the type of the city of God. Its desolations had
been great and severe. The war-horses of its enemies had pranced in its most sacred places; their hoofs had
thundered on the spots where holy altars had stood, and their neighings had rung where the music of voices
and instruments had celebrated the praises of Almighty God. The strong walls which had stood as ramparts of
defense around the sacred city had been broken, and insolent barbarians had poured through their ragged
breaches for rapine and plunder. The homes of the people had been invaded and sacked. Carnage and lust had
done their worst. The surviving; citizens had been carried away as captives by the armies of the conquerers,
and in strange lands they had found it hard to sing the songs of Zion, and their untuned harps hung desolately
upon the willows. Few and melancholy were the inhabitants of the old city that had seen proud days of joy and
festivity. Aged men and women were no more seen on its streets nor ascending the mount for holy worship.
There were no children within its broken and silent walls; their swift feet were not seen in play; their glad
laughter--sweetest of music--was not heard, thrilling wherever it rang; the flash of roguish eyes, the magic of...
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